
The process of disseminating disaster early warning information is complex as it 
involves a wide array of jurisdictional agencies and response partners, including 
national contact points, specialist agencies, and sub-national emergency operational 
centres and related actors. Recent events have highlighted some of the challenges 
associated with the media and early warning, including the need to understand the 
barriers and enablers for the next generation of early warning dissemination, 
including its ability to deal with emerging challenges such as cascading hazards and 
social media. Formal dissemination of warnings works alongside and sometimes in 
competition with other communication channels, including social media platforms, 
which may reinforce official messages, but also have the potential to undermine 
efforts, for example through social media’s potential role as a catalyst for spreading 
misinformation and false news. There is a need to understand how formal and 
informal communication mechanisms can better co-exist to more effectively 
disseminate warning information.
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